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The Mission Statement of
St. Paul Lutheran Church
By God’s grace, we exist to
prepare hearts, minds, and
souls for life in the world

and in eternity.

In observance of Labor Day,
the Church office will be
closed on Mon., Sept. 7',

The Rev. David and Joyce
Erber, the missionaries we
support, thank you for your
gifts to them in their ministry.
Keep them in prayer.

Sunday School resumes for
children ages 3-10 in
Classroom 8 on September
13* at 10:30 a.m. Come,
grow in Jesus!

WORSHIP SERVICE
Sundays, 9:00AM

BIBLE STUDY& SUNDAY
SCHOOL, 10:30AM

St. Paul Lutheran Church
4660 W, 94™ Street
Oak Lawn, IL

(One Block East of the Oak Lawn Hilton Hotel)
Hosts Our
10" Annual Veteran’s Luncheon
Honoring Military Veterans on

Saturday, September 19, 2026

Veterans, Active, Reserve, Guard and One Guest are
invited to join us for a special luncheon honoring
you for your service and sacrifice. Doors open at
10:30 am. Luncheon and program, 11:00-2:00 pm.

FREE LUNCHEON ~ FREE DOOR PRIZES
Entertainment and Speaker

Reservations Required
RSVP by September 7" - Call St. Paul Church at
(708) 423-1040 Monday—Friday, between the hours
of 9am -Ipm. If calling after hours, leave your
name, phone number, service branch and if you are

bringing a guest. See you at the Luncheon!

GOD BLESS THE USA



THE PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE

Hebrews 2:17-18

“Therefore, Jesus had to be made like His brothers in every respect, so that he might become a
merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the
people. For because He Himself has suffered when tempted, He is able to help those who are
being tempted.”

QOur Lord wants to be near us. He is not unconcerned or apathetic about our lives. Nor is He
content to remain far away. No, God comes to us by His love and mercy.

God has drawn near to us by His incarnation. In the fullness of time, the Father sent His Son to
be born of a woman and under the law (Galatians 4:4). Christ Jesus, true God from eternity,
partook of our own flesh and blood in order to redeem us. The author of the epistle to the
Hebrews stresses this point. The Lord of all creation stooped down lower than the angels to be
made like us men in every respect, though without sin. He was made like us to be a propitiation
for us — a sacrifice for sin — that we would be saved. In this way, most of all, God has shown
that He longs to be near us.

Because of His incarnation, Jesus continues to be near us. He suffered when tempted, and is
able to help us, even now. Our prayers are heard, not by a cold-hearted god who does not
understand our struggles, but by our loving God and Savior who truly can sympathize with us in
our every weakness, Our Lord promises to strengthen our faith and be near us through the Word
and the Sacraments. Through these bodily means he continues to come to our level, delivering
His grace and mercy. In this way he continually reminds us of His deep desire to near us.

As a pastor, [ have been called to serve you in the stead of Christ Jesus, For this reason, I also
want to be near you. [ want to get to know you. I do not want to remain only in the pulpit or in
my office. ] want to be in your presence, hear about your lives, and share either your joys or
YyOur SOIrrows,

One of my goals is to visit all of the members here at St. Paul. Given the number of people who
belong to our congregation, this may take a while. Also, since I am new to being a pastor, this is
not something I have ever attempted before. So, if [ don’t get to you right away, even in my first
year, do not worry! [ have not forgotten about you. With the Lord’s help I hope to achieve this
goal, that I may reflect His desire to be near us and with us,

Pastor Ebel



"OUR ST. PAUL CHURCH FAMILY

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
4660 W. 94 Street, Oak Lawn, IL. 60453
(708) 423-1040 ~ www.stpauloaklawn.org

PASTOR: Rev. William H. Ebel III
In case of an emergency, please contact Pastor Ebel at (708) 994-9587
You may also email Pastor Ebel at reverendebel@gmail.com

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: Mr. Jeff Kiel

CHURCH ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: Mors, Sandra Barry
sbarry(@stpauloaklawn.org
OFFICE HOURS: Monday — Friday, 9am — 1pm

To view our Sunday services, calendar, and newsletter, visit www.stpauloaklawn.org

The deadline for placing articles in the newsletter is the 2" Sunday of the month.
Send submissions to sbarrv@stpauloaklawn.org,
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OFFICIAL ACTS

RECEIVED INTO MEMBERSHIP
We welcome the following members by transfer from Mt. Greenwood Lutheran Church,
Chicago, IL: ‘

Sandi Birks

Meladee Kitching

CONTACT INFORMATION
Please contact the church office (708-423-1040) or email sbarry@stpauleaklawn.org if you have
moved or if your phone number or email address has changed. We want you to be able to receive the
latest St. Paul news and also keep our records up to date. Thank you!

WHEN YOU ARE HOSPITALIZED
Please call the church office to let us know when you or a member of your family has been admitted to
the hospital. We want to include you in our prayers.

REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS
Those with Urgent Needs: Rev. Kevin Bergmann, Larry Hasting, Frank Hodgeman, Sr. Alfred
Hoffinan, Sue Lilja, Carol and Tim McPhillips, Warren Miller, Mary Ann Raff, Katherine Sorensen, Al
& Jean Zirbel, Marybeth Prosapio, Adrian Martinez
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Those under Long-Term Care: Sandy Barry, Gigi Browning, Selma Carmichael, Sylvia Coronado,
Mike Cyganiewicz, John Darge, Laura Dombrowski, Audrey Dryfhout, Justin & Ashley Fasel, Tristan
Ferry, Pamela Gniadek, Al Green, Tom Groh, Larry & Julie Gurga, Monica Kato, Debby Kehrli, Jimmy
Kennedy, Jr.,, Jerry Kreten, Jennie Krzystof, Bob Marcinkowski, Bonnie Masters, Audrey Metes,
Andrew Mrochen, George Oberg, Roberta Owens, Carol Pearce, Jorene Pierzga, Jackie Plichta, Barbara
Prendergast, Sarah Pullen, Janet Putz, Kimberly Seehofer, Kurt Seehofer, Jillian Serapin, Linda Shuman,
Carol Small, Melva Smith, Linda Swinehart, Bernadette & Rich Trusk, Keith Vanselow, Augustine
Vega, Gene Wawrzynikowski, Cindy Weber

Our St. Paul Members Who Are Homebound: Betty Beegle, Vic & Marty Both, Jan Briede, Doris
Cyga, Betty Kruckow, Betty Larson, Gloria Meyer, Diane Moore, Don Nordstrom, Dorothy Pavella, Ray
Pavesic, Dawn Schumann, Beverly Sellers, Norma Silinski, Delores Stegemann, Sarah Weber, Carolyn
Wheeler

Other Members of Our St. Paul Family: Melissa Cafdinal, Delphine Cherry, Jennifer Garcia, Roy
Hodgeman, Flora Jones, Robert Kaczmarek, Frank Laos, Elaine Lebron, Ingrid Lesko, Audrey Mitchell,
Jan Przybycien, Charlotte Thies, Bill Volk, Susan E. Volk

Family/Friends of Our Members: A. Bonner & family, Tom Domogal, Brad Hasty, Maureen Kelly
‘Tvory, Diane Johannes, Sandy Plath, Katherine Sorenson

THOSE IN THE MILITARY: Aurora DeAngelis (daughter of Michelle and Curtis Simonson),
USACE, Detroit, Ml; Peter Scialabba (son of Susan Scialabba) Special Forces; Adam Skelton (grandson
of Rich and Jan Briede) stationed in Dover, Delaware; Christopher Skopec (son of Steven and Debbie
Skopec) stationed in North Carolina; Sean Rosales (son of Ed and Mia Rosales) stationed in Washington,

(Please let the church office (708) 423-1040 know when you or a friend/family member need prayer
AND when your need for our prayer list is over.)

ADULT BIBLE STUDY ~ WEDNESDAY PRAYER TIME
All teens and adults are encouraged to attend the Adult Bible Study which meets in the air-conditioned
Timothy Room each Sunday morning from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. The current Bible study is working
through Luther’s Large Catechism. So much can be shared and learned when we study the Bible together!
There is also a group prayer time each Wednesday morning from 10 to 10:30 a.m. in the Founders Room
(Church Library). All are welcome!

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School classes for children ages 3-10 resumes September 13, 2026, in Classroom 8§ at 10:30 —
11:15 a.m. Come, bring your children and grandchildren and learn of Jesus,




OUR ST. PAUL CHURCH FAMILY

ALTAR FLOWERS

To place flowers for a special occasion or just to beautify our chancel area, please call the church office
at (708) 423-1040 to reserve a date. Please make your check payable to our flower chairperson, Terry
Hornburg. Thank you, Terry, for the beautiful arrangements you create each Sunday morning!

MISSION MATERIALS
We still collect Bibles, Christian tracts, Christian books and paperbacks, Sunday School pictures and
literature from Christian publishers, Bible commentaries, Christian CDs, DVDs and devotional materials
(no hymnals) for the “Love Packages” Mission team. Please place your donations in the Mission Box in
the Founders Room. Thank you!

MESSAGES FROM OUR COUNCIL MEMBERS AND ORGANIZATIONS

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF ELDERS

Dear Fellow Members of St. Paul Lutheran Church: The Elders hope you had a relaxing, revitalizing
summer. June, July, and August are busy months and frequently involve travel in the U.S. and abroad.
Whatever your plans were for this summer and wherever you spent these beautiful months, we pray that
you made time to attend worship services, study God’s Word, and pray. If you have been away, we
welcome you back to your church home.

The Elders thank the members of St. Paul for their devotion, creativity, energy, and generosity, We
applaud the increase in attendance at Sunday worship services and Bible class, and we are grateful for
your support of Wednesday Prayer Time, the Parking Lot Party, our food pantry, and Operation
Barnabas. If you have not had the chance to get involved in any of these activities—but are curious, you
can read about upcoming projects and plans in this newsletter, and we encourage you to speak with
members of the committees and boards if you have any questions. Your interest will be appreciated.

A short time ago, the Elders welcomed Sandy Barry back to the Church Office to serve once
again as St. Paul’s administrative assistant. We are overjoyed that God has blessed her with healing and
renewed strength! It is a delight to see her smiling face once again, to hear her friendly voice, and to
witness her loving attention to detail.

September promises to be a busy month. Sunday School will resume on 13 September, 10:30 to 11:15
a.m. All children between the ages of three and ten are welcome and encouraged to attend. Also, the Fall
Veterans Luncheon is scheduled for Saturday, 19 September, 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Additional
activities are listed in the monthly calendar.

Remain strong in a trusting relationship with God! Newspapers, television newscasts, podcasts, blogs,
and YouTube videos are filled with accounts of violent events and written with an eye toward
spreading manipulative propaganda. Nonbelievers often feel hopeless and experience obsessive fear
about the present and future, but believers have reason not to worry about today or tomorrow, We have
faith in God’s love, mercy, and promises. Consider the following five points:
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1. God loves us.
For the Lord is always good. He is always loving and kind. Psalm 100:5
2. God cares about us. _
How precious it is, Lord, to realize that you are thinking about me constantly. ( Psalm 139:17)
3. God gives us reason for optimism. _ '
For His anger lasts only a moment, but His favor lasts a lifetime; weeping may stay for the night,
but rejoicing comes in the morning. (Psalm 30:5)
4. God gives us strength to remain faithful,
He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ, (1 Corinthians 1:8)
5. God promises us cternal life in Heaven.
For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs
them all. (2 Corinthians 4:17)

May God bless Pastor Ebel and the members of St. Paul in all efforts to spread God’s Word.
Sincerely, David Witkosky, Board of Elders

MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

Our Adult Choir and Celebration Ringers are resuming their regular rehearsal schedules. Adult Choir
begins on Wednesday, September 9 at 7:00 PM in the Timothy Room (use door facing the parking lot):
Celebration Ringers begin on Sunday, September 13 at 10:30 AM in the East wing of the church. We
are seeking new members for both Adult Choir and Celebration Ringers. You are welcome to join us at
our rehearsals,

If you are thinking about Adult Choir, please read this:

“As the newest member of the St. Paul choir, I just wanted to share with everyone how much I enjoy this!
I was apprehensive at first for sure, but the team is very supportive, and Jeff is a very good and patient
choir director. 1Ido like the way Jeff usually gives us a brief history of the song we are about to learn -
I feel we can connect with the song better.

Interested? A first step would be to stop by one of our Wednesday evening practice sessions as an

i~ A0
“observer” - which is exactly what I did!” =

If you are interested in Celebration Ringers, please read what one of our new members has to say:
“I joined the Bell Choir because I feel that music can make people happy. It's also fun to participate.”

Our groups enjoy their experience praising God by adding to the quality of our worship. Please do
consider joining us. God bless you all! Jeff Kiel

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP

St. Paul's annual Stewardship Sunday will this year be observed and celebrated on Sunday, October
18th. The Board is working with Pastor Ebel to highlight our roles as stewards of our time, talents, and
resources in our 9 a.m. service that day. Following the service, the members of the Board of Stewardship
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will serve a fellowship brunch in the Timothy Room. Please plan to worship with us and stay for the
brunch. More details will be given in the October Newsletter.

MESSAGE FROM THE LADIES GUILD ~ AN INVITATION!

For: ALL ST. PAUL WOMEN

What: A FREE Welcome Luncheon

When: Tuesday, September 22 - 1 p.m.
Where: Timothy Room (use outside entrance)

R.S.V.P. by SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20th by signing your name to the sheet attached to the counter
outside the church office or by calling Cheryl (773-445-1752) or Ruth (708-952-9902).

The luncheon, prepared and served by the Guild's Board Members, will consist of Chicken Alfredo,
Salads, Bread and Desserts. There's no need to bring food, just a good appetite! An RSVP is needed so
that the Board will know for how many to prepare. Come to meet old and find new friends - and hear
about the Guild plans for the coming year. You will be welcome!

MESSAGE FROM FAITH IN ACTION/SOCIAL MINISTRY

We are so THANKFUL for our food pantry partners. In August, we received over 1564 pounds of
groceries from our sponsors. We could not fill our bags without our food pantry rescue teams; Barb
Rendemen with Panera, Brian Cottrell with Operation Blessing, and Vicki and Kathy with Elmhurst-
Yorkfield Food Pantry. Besides the produce and bread & pastries, they support us with meat, dairy, &
deli items, and dried & canned beans. They are constantly at our side with support. Carmen Razo, a
faithful Oak Lawn neighbor, contributes a shopping cart full of groceries on a monthly basis. God has
truly blessed us through our sponsors and the St. Paul family!

THANK YOU ALSO BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION / EVANGELISM! We are thankful
for the board for collecting non-perishable items for the food pantry through the Parking Lot Party.
Though the newsletter article was due before the event, we thank the board for supporting the food pantry.
We also thank the board for their efforts in bringing our St. Paul family and the community together for
fun and fellowship. Several of our food pantry families are looking forward to attending this event and
joining the enjoyable afternoon.

It’s amazing to watch the garden change as the summer progresses. While the zucchini and cucumbers
are winding down the tomatoes and butternut squash are bursting with fruit. As of 8/27/25 the OLCG
has produced 49.50#’s of produce while the St. Paul garden has produced 159.75#’s for a total of
209.25#’s. A special treat is the fresh cut basil that Debbie lovingly prepares in a nice bouquet for our
clients. The perennial garden is full of blooms that our pollinators love. Keep a lookout for the monarchs
that are getting ready to migrate south, Of course, none of this would be possible without our faithful
waterers that keep the gardens green. Please take a minute to check out the garden after church, it is a
sight to see! - Mike Will

Through you and our sponsors we have been blessed to serve those in need. The August Food Pantry
served 75 families, 225 individuals. The BEDS cook team cooked for 20 individuals. The August meal
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included pork tenderloins, mashed potatoes & gravy, broccoli Normandy, rolls, salad, milk, apples,
pumpkin pie and ice cream.

Thank you for your constant support of our missions. € You are always welcome to join our team; just
call the church office and leave us a message (food pantry x18). Our first meeting after the summer will
be Tuesday, September Ist at 5:00 in the Timothy Room. We are so excited to continue our Caring Card
Ministry that encourages the members and visitors of St. Paul. If you would like to inspire others, please
fill out a card and place it in the little mailbox or come and join us for this Caring Card event!

MESSAGE FROM SANDY BARRY, OUR ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Dear Friends, thank you so much for the warm welcome, the many hugs, and kind words as I returned to
the office. I especially enjoyed the delicious decadent chocolate cake and fellowship time we shared
together. It felt like one big, wonderful homecoming, so thank you for that! It’s now business as usual
in the church office and exciting things are happening! We are so happy to welcome new members from
Mt. Greenwood Lutheran Church into our St. Paul family, We also have a joyful wedding and several
baptisms planned for September, Yes, we are growing in Christ and it’s exciting, indeed! Fall is near,
can you even believe it? Soon you’ll find me decorating the church office and narthex in the warm colors
of deep orange, yellow, brown, gold, and reds to welcome the new season. Enjoy the outdoor explosion
of color in the upcoming weeks! No one can decorate a canvass like the Lord, praise His masterful
Sovereignty! As the seasons change, we pause to remember that our Heavenly Father never changes. He
is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow! Great is our God and most worthy to be praised!

Acting Out Your Faith - (Romans 12:9-21)

If your work is motivated by love, performed in Jesus’ name, and exalting to God, you will find
yourself enthusiastic and energized by it. God sends opportunities every day to positively
impact lives around you. Let your faith shine as you help people. Your “service” may simply
be a pleasant smile, an encouraging word, or a listening ear. In different situations, God may
ask you to sacrifice your time or give generously of your resources. The love God gives you
for others will prompt you to make time for them and not count the cost. As you pour yourself
into loving them, you'll discover a sense of fulfillment and joy.

Your service should always be done “in Jesus’ name.” This means whatever you do should
be in harmony with God's revealed will and does not contradict Scripture. Serving in Jesus’
name also means that you are acting in submission to His authority — that is, doing things in
His way and time. To live out your faith is to depend upon the Holy Spirit's power. Only by
yielding to His control can your work yield real spiritual fruit.

People will know your faith is real when your actions exalt God and not yourself. As
ambassadors of Christ, we must serve with excellence so that God receives the glory He
deserves. Whatever success you experience belongs to God, whose Spirit is working through
you — you have no reason to boast.

Watch for God’s sighals and be ready to act with an eagerness to live out your faith. The
world is watching!




Operation Barnabas: Remembering Service and Supporting Those Who Serve Today. The image
above shows the battleship USS Missouri in Tokyo Harbor on September 2™, 1945, where the formal
Japanese surrender signing ended World War Il. The dots above the ships are part of the massive flyover
of 1).S. aircraft, a powerful reminder of sacrifice, service, and peace.

Veterans Thank You Luncheon: The Veterans Thank You Luncheon will be held on September 19", and
we have already received several calls from veterans planning to attend. If you would like to help,
desserts such as coffee cakes, brownies, donuts, Danish pastries, and similar bakery items would be
appreciated. Based on past tluncheons, many veterans begin their visit with a cup of coffee and a piece of
bakery, and your generosity helps make that welcame meaningful.

Care Package Update: The care package program will add two LCMS chaplains, one serving in Japan and
one serving in Germany.

The mail embargo for the Middle East remains in effect; otherwise, we would have three additional care
packages to send. Military chaplains care for the men and women in their areas of responsibility by
supporting their spiritual, physical, and mental well-being under stressful conditions.

Thank you for helping us honor our veterans and support the chaplains who continue serving those in
uniform.

May GOD Bless the United States of America
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MEMORIALS AND THANKOFFERINGS

Given by
Debbie & Mike Will

Ruth Diver

Denise & Mark Murray
Kim & Roy Seils
Laura & Mel Safstrom
Sandy Barry

Cheryl Horan

Jean & Karen Racek
Linda & Warren Miller
Grace Kreten

Brenda & Phillip Burton
David Purdy

Anne & William Ebel, Jr.

Brenda & Phillip Burton
Denise Barth

Janice and Bill Leise
Karen & Clyde Wheeler
Ruth Mrochen

Sandy Barry

Given by
Grace Kreten

Sharon Lawrence
Debbie & Mike Will
Carolyn Hase
Anonymous

Sandy Barry

MEMORIALS

-In Memory Of:

Janice Janiszewski
Janice Janiszewski
Janice Janiszewski
Janice Janiszewski
Janice Janiszewski
Janice Janiszewski
Janice Janiszewski
Janice Janiszewski
Janice Janiszewski
Grandchildren
Roy Lawson

Ruth Purdy

Ordination of William H Ebel I
Ordination of William H Ebel III
Ordination of William H Ebel 111
Ordination of William H Ebel III
Ordination of William H Ebel III
Ordination of William H Ebel 111
Ordination of William H Ebel 11

THANK OFFERINGS

For:

Grandchildren

Our Great Country

48™ Wedding Anniversary
Pastoral Visits

Janice Janiszewski

God’s Goodness to me

Designated for:
Faith in Action (FIA)
Faith in Action (FIA)
Faith in Action

Faith in Action

Faith in Action

Faith in Action
General Fund
General Fund
General Fund

Faith in Action (FIA)
General Fund

Faith in Action
General Fund
General Fund
General Fund
General Fund
General Fund
General Fund
General Fund

Designated for:
Faith in Action
Operation Barnabas
Faith in Action (FIA)
General Fund
General Fund
General Fund
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A Praver for You

Lord, thank You for another day,
within this life of mine.
Give me the strength to live it well,
whatever | may find.
Bestow from your abundance,
whatever | may lack,
to use the hours wisely,
for | cannot have them back.

Lord, thank You for another day,
in which to make amends,
for little slights or petty words,
inflicted on my friends,
for sometimes losing patience,
with problems that | find,
for seeing faults in others lives,
but not the ones in mine.

Lord, thank You for another chance,
in which to try to be,
a little more deserving,
of the gifts you've given me.

For yesterday is over,

and tomorrow’s far away,

and | remain committed,
to the good | do today!

(Author and Tiffe Unknown)

God’s Blessings!
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St. Paul Lutheran Church - Oak Lawn, Illinois ,

September 2026

9:00 am Worship with
Holy Communion

10:30 am Sun School &
Bible Study

10:30 am Celebration
Ringers

7:00 pm SW Lutheran
Chorus rehearsal

10:00 am Prayer

7:00 pm Adult choir
rehearsal
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— , i 2 3 z
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