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The Mission Statement of
St. Paul Lutheran Church
By God’s grace, we exist to
prepare hearts, minds, and
souls for life in the world

and in eternity.

William Ebel III was
assigned and has since
accepted the call to be our
pastor here at St. Paul. His
letter of introduction,
including a picture of his
family, continues on page 2
of this Newsletter. Ali thanks
and praise be to God!

The Rev. David and Joyce
Frber, the missionaries we
support, thank you for your
gifts to them in their ministry.

WORSHIP SERVICE
Sundays, 9:00AM

BIBLE STUDY, 10:30AM

Introducing Pastor-Elect
William Ebel 111!

Dear saints in Christ,

Peace be to you! It is hard to believe that a month has passed since I received the
call to serve as your pastor. Thank you for all the kind emails and letters these
past few weeks. My family and I appreciate your warm welcome! We cannot
wait to arrive in Oak Lawn and meet you all in person. In the meantime, enjoy

this brief introduction! '

I was born in Mount Clemens, Michigan (Metro Detroit). There, 1 was raised by
my parents, who are both teachers at a local Lutheran high school. Throughout
my upbringing, they faithfully catechized me, brought me to church, and sent me
to Lutheran parochial schools., After I graduated high school, I attended
Concordia University Wisconsin. Originally, I started out in the pre-pharmacy
program, since [ was good at chemistry. However, during my first year of
college, I switched into the pre-seminary program. Leading up to that point, | had
received consistent encouragement from teachers and pastors to consider the
Office of the Ministry. I reflected on the spiritual blessings the Lord had given to
me through others and decided to pursue the noble task of the ministry. T spent
the rest of my time at college studying the Bible as well as Greek, Hebrew, Latin,
and German to prepare for seminary. In 2022, I graduated from Concordia
Wisconsin with a degree in Theological Languages and began studying at
Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne that same year,

College is also where I met my wonderful wife, LaNea, Although we never dated
at Concordia, we got to know each other a little bit through classes that we
shared, as well as through our mutual participation in cross country and track.
I.aNea grew up in Kewaunee, Wisconsin (not far from Green Bay). She attended
St. John’s Lutheran Church in Algoma for her whole life, and even served as one
of the organists. Inspired by her mother, she went to Concordia Wisconsin to
become a pharmacist. She graduated in 2023 and has been working as a
pharmacist ever since.

During my time at seminary, LaNea and I began to date each other. We got
engaged at the beginning of my vicarage year, and our wedding took place in
February 2025, This past year, in February 2026, we welcomed our son William
{(Liam) Ebel IV into the world! The Lord has richly blessed us both, and we are
looking forward to blessing others,



Some of our mutual hobbies include running, hiking, participating in
sports, spending time outside, gardening/landscaping, playing instruments,
and rooting against each other’s NFL teams. Liam’s favorite hobbies, at
present, include smiling, babbling, and eating his hands.

St. Paul writes, “We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, when we pray for you, since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus
and of the love that you have for all the saints, because of the hope laid up
for you in heaven” (Colossians 1:3-5). As we pack up our belongings in
preparation for our move, I thank God for you. You have been diligent in
your prayers for a pastor, and by the grace of God I have been called to
serve as that pastor. My prayer is that you would continue to be built up in
Christ with every spiritual blessing, as we both anticipate the start of my
time in Jesus’ ministry. He has redeemed us with His blood, and He sees to
it that His Church is nourished by Word and Sacrament. May the Lord
watch over you always. I look forward to greeting you face-to-face in the
near future.

In Christ,
Pastor-elect William Ebel

A Note from the President

Please join me in prayers of thanksgiving to the Lord for sending William Ebel and his family to us to be our
new pastor. I would also like to thank our church leadership that kept us functioning during our two year
vacancy.

A couple of dates to remember —

July 5th will be Pastor Gregg Ramirez’s last Sunday. There will be a brunch at the Hilton following the 9am
service to honor him and Sandy. Tickets will be $10 each, please see Cheryl Horan or the church office to
purchase.

William Ebel will begin preaching on July 19th, Since he has not yet been ordained there will not be
communion until his ordination/installation service on July 26th at 2pm. After this service the Elders are
sponsoring a meal in our Fellowship Hall to welcome Pastor Ebel and his family to our church home! There will
be no cost for this meal but a signup sheet will be made available so that we can plan for how much food to
order.

While we are breathing a sigh of relief to have a new pastor it is not time to step back but rather to step
up in support of him!

Mike Will



THE PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE

Philippians 3:20-21 But our citizenship is in heaven, and we eagerly await a Savior form there,
the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables Him to bring everything under His
control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like His glorious body.

A few weeks ago in Bible class, I asked the group: “How do you think most people look upon
the future ahead for our nation? Are they more optimistic or pessimistic?” Some said, “Well, it
depends on the day.” Then others went on about all the crime and corruption, the rioting in the
streets, the higher costs for food and gas, and the overall polarization thateven divides members
of the same family.

I would have to say the verdict came down more on the pessimistic side, and it was then I
shared with them an article from a conservative think tank, The Colson Center, entitled Neither
Optimism Nor Despair: Why Hope is Better. In it, the authors wrote about the lack of optimism
in America despite all the conveniences like smart phones, next day deliveries, the strongest
economy in the world, the most durable constitutional system, etc., etc.

Of course, the writers admitted, Christians are right to lament the moral collapse we have
witnessed over the decades along with all the government corruption and the almost weekly
accounts of shootings on the street and in our schools. Nevertheless, they say, we should
abound in hope. Because of the zoe, the eternal life within us through Baptism, we know that
our future ultimate destiny is assured no matter what tragedy may befall our lives personally, or
the world around us.

However, there’s one other reason we should not be caught up in all of the dark clouds of
negativity that constantly fill our airwaves 24/7/365. We dare not allow our preoccupation with
all the negative can blur our Christian witness to those around us. As God’s people we are
called to be the purveyors of hope to a hapless world struggling to find light at the end

of the tunnel. Instead of cursing the darkness our task is to light a candle in that darkness.

That’s why St. Paul’s powerful assertion (above) can be a game changer concerning right godly
perspective — that we are first and foremost citizens of heaven. Then, St. Peter powerfully
affirms Jesus’ ushering of the Kingdom of God into the world and how we have gained our
personal membership in that which is unshakeable. We have been, “born again to a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” Seeking the Holy Spirit’s aid, St. Paul prayed that his
hearers would become more fully anchored in that hope. Indeed, applied to our lives, this means
that we no longer put all our eggs in the one basket of the up and down world we live in, St.
Augustine wrote in the 5th Century AD and characterized that the kingdom of this world as
primarily being driven by greed and power. It has been and always will be and history affirms
this trend through the ages.
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So, bottom line, may it be that we not fail prey to a pessimistic spirit through hearing all the bad
news of what’s going on domestically and at an international level. It’s so easy to go down that
rabbit-hole and obsess about those things and thus join with others who curse the darkness of a
world going to hell. No, let us be people who light a candle in the darkness, by not merely being
optimistic but rather abounding in hope. May that hope move us beyond a complacent lament of
negativity and instead renew us to tell others that we have a God Who is ultimately in control.
Those around us need not be pessimistic. The promise of unshaleable hope abounds if they
jump on the wagon and join us in the great cause of the Kingdom of God, the church in this
world. God’s Spirit enables us to exude grace on tap, “that they may see your good works and
give glory to our Father in heaven.”

Pastor Gregg

A Note from Cheryl (for the Church Council)

Pastor Ramirez and Sandy will be leaving us on July 5*. Pastor Gregg has been gracious
enough to take time out of his retirement to bless St. Paul and hold us together until we were
blessed with a new pastor. We will honor him and Sandy with a brunch at the Hilton following
the 9 am service on JULY 5™,

The cost of the brunch for members and guests will be $10.00. Children 6 and under are free.
The tickets are available in the church office on weekdays from 9 am to 1 pm or on Sunday

mornings. To give the Hilton a head count, the deadline for purchasing tickets is JUNE 28™

We hope you will be able to attend!



OUR ST. PAUL CHURCH FAMILY

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
4660 W. 94" Street, Oak Lawn, IL 60453
(708) 423-1040 ~ www.stpauloaklawn.org

Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Gregg Ramirez
Director of Music: Mr. Jeff Kiel
Church Administrative Assistant; Mrs. Joanna Cauffman
(for Mrs, Sandra Barry)~ sbarry(@stpauloaklawn.org
Office Hours: Monday — Friday, 9 am — 1 pm

To view our Sunday services, calendar, and newsletter, visit www.stpauloaklawn.org

The deadline for placing articles in the newsletter is the 2"! Sunday of the month.
Newsletter editor: Ruth Sievers

Send submissions to sharry@stpauloaklawn.org.
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OFFICIAL ACTS

BAPTISM
Cole David Kenealy, son of Daniel and Michelle Kenealy, on May 17, 2026.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY ~ WEDNESDAY PRAYER TIME

All teens and adults are encouraged to attend the Adult Bible Study which meets in the air-conditioned
Timothy Room each Sunday morning from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. You are invited to listen and/or join in
the lively discussion of the current study titled “Growing Older and Wiser”. So much can be shared and
learned when we study the Bible together!

There is also a group prayer time each Wednesday morning from 10 to 10:30 a.m. in the Founders Room
(Church Library). All are welcome!

Sunday School sessions for children are currently taking a summer break, but will resume in the fall.

MISSION MATERIALS

We still collect Bibles, Christian tracts, Christian books and paperbacks, Sunday School pictures and
literature from Christian publishers, Bible commentaries, Christian CDs, DVDs and devotional materials
(no hymnals) for the “Love Packages™” Mission team. Please place your donations in the Mission Box in
the Founders Room before the next pickup of materials, scheduled for June 27%. Thank you!
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WHEN YOU ARE HOSPITALIZED

Please call the church office to let us know when you or a member of your family has been admitted to
the hospital. We want to include you in our prayers.

REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS

Those with Urgent Needs: Cecil Ambuehl, Frank Hodgeman, Sr., Sue Lilja, Carol and Tim McPhillips,
Warren Miller, Mary Ann Raff, Dawn Schumann, Katherine Sorensen, Keith Vanselow, Al & Jean Zirbel

Those under Long-Term Care: Tony Barnes, Sandy Barry, Pam Brown (food pantry client),Gigi
Browning, Selma Carmichael, Mike Cyganiewicz, John Darge, Laura Dombrowski, Audrey Dryfhout,
Justin & Ashley Fasel, Tristan Ferry, Al Green, Tom Groh, Larry & Julie Gurga, Janice Janiszewski,
Monica Kato, Debby Kehrli, Jimmy Kennedy, Jr., Jerry Kreten, Jennie Krzystof, Bob Marcinkowski,
Audrey Metes, George Oberg, Jorene Pierzga, Jackie Plichta, Barbara Prendergast, Sarah Pullen, Janet
Putz, Kimberly Seehofer, Kurt Seehofer, Jillian Serapin, Linda Shuman, Carol Small, Melva Smith,
Linda Swinehart, Bernadette & Rich Trusk, Augustine Vega, Gene Wawrzynikowski, Cindy Weber,
Mike Will

Our St, Paul Members Who Are Homebound: Betty Beegle, Vic & Marty Both, Jan Briede, Doris
Cyga, Betty Kruckow, Betty Larson, Elaine LeBron, Gloria Meyer, Diane Moore, Lorraine Moses, Don
Nordstrom, Dorothy Pavella, Ray Pavesic, Dawn Schumann, Beverly Sellers, Norma Silinski, Delores
Stegemann, Sarah Weber, Carolyn Wheeler

Other Members of Qur St. Paul Family: Delphine Cherry, Jennifer Garcia, Roy Hodgeman, Flora
Jones, Robert Kaczmarek, Frank Laos, Ingrid Lesko, Audrey Mitchell, Charlotte Thies, Bill Volk, Susan
E. Voik

Family/Friends of Qur Members: A. Bonner & family, Tom Domogal, Pamela Gniadek, Maureen
Kelly Ivory, Sandy Plath

THOSE IN THE MILITARY: Aurora DeAngelis (daughter of Michelle and Curtis Simonson),
USACE, Detroit, MI; Peter Scialabba (son of Susan Scialabba) Special Forces; Adam Skelton (grandson
of Rich and Jan Briede) stationed in Dover, Delaware; Christopher Skopec (son of Steven and Debbie
Skopec) stationed in North Carolina; Sean Rosales (son of Ed and Mia Rosales) stationed in Washington.

(Please note that we now have this format for those requesting prayers. Please let the church office
(708) 423-1040 know when you or a friend/family member need prayer AND also when your need
for our prayer list is over. Unless otherwise noted, names will stay on the list for one month.)
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MESSAGES FROM OUR COUNCIL MEMBERS AND ORGANIZATIONS

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF ELDERS

Dear Members of St. Paul Lutheran Church,

We will soon begin an exciting journey in the life of St. Paul. Our new full-time minister—Pastor
William Ebel lll—and his family will arrive in July. Our hearts are filled with joy and thanksgiving! And
we are excited about what the future will bring. However, change can bring anxiety. Although we
might experience some uneasiness at the thought of a new minister coming to our church and
potentially altering our familiar way of doing things, we know that God picked this man to be our
spiritual leader. We can trust God to smooth over any rough spots in the transition as we welcome
Pastor Ebel and his family to St. Paul, and we know that God will bless our new pastor's time with us.

A new beginning can only occur when there is an ending. We are sad at the thought of saying
goodbye to Pastor Ramirez and Sandy. God sent Pastor Ramirez to us to encourage, support, and
strengthen St. Paul. What a blessing he has been! Pastor Ramirez succeeded in reenergizing our
efforts. Indeed, attendance is steadily increasing, and members and visitors alike sense a

powerful spirit of love and respect in our congregation. God has great plans for St. Paul.

The Elders feel it is appropriate and necessary to offer a two-part prayer to God at this time, God
encourages us to express our worries, concerns, problems, joys, and also our gratitude to Him. He
will hear us!

Dear God—We thank you for the many blessings we enjoy in our spiritual community at St. Paul. We
have a worship facility in excellent condition and with plenty of space for congregational activities. We
hear beautiful music and inspired preaching at each service, We have the opportunity to participate in
local, national, and international projects to spread God's Word and to provide assistance in our local
community where there is need. And we have ready access to fellowship events with other members
of the congregation.

Dear God—We ask you to enable us to welcome our new pastor with open arms. Please foster in
us an attitude of cooperation and an openness to innovation. Help us to accept and embrace changes
Pastor Ebel might make.

The next Elder article will appear in two months. By then, Pastor Ebel and his family will be part of our
church family. What an exciting thought!

Yours in Christ,
David Witkosky
Board of Elders
St. Paul Lutheran Church
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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF EVANGELISM/PARISH EDUCATION

St. Paul has a lot to look forward to! We are welcoming a new Pastor, his wife, and baby. We
are anxious to get started. Our Board has put some of their duties on hold waiting for the
Lord to bless us with Pastor Ebel. We are looking forward to working under the guidance of
Pastor Ebel,

We are incredibly pleased with the results of our boards Shine Project, PAWS in Tinley Park.
The items we collected were quite impressive. Linda Miler delivered the items to PAWS and
they were incredibly grateful and surprised at how much was collected. We have a very
generous congregation.

The annual Parking Lot Party will be held on Saturday August 29%, from 1pm -4pm.
Reservations for the jumpy house/slide combo have been made. If it is a sweltering day we
will be adding water to the landing pool. The Photo Booth, Balloon Artist and Face Painter
have been secured. We will also be asking the Police, Fire Dept and Comfort Dogs to make
an appearance. We will have a craft table and don’t forget Bingo! Hot dogs, Chips, a soda,
and anlce Cream Sundae, will be served at no charge. Please put us onyour social calendar
for August 29", There is fun for all! Feel free to invite your family, friends, and neighbors, as
they say, the more the merrier! We would like if you could bring a donation of nonperishable
food for St Paul’s Food Pantry .

We welcome Pastor Ebel, LaNea and baby Liam. We are looking for God to bless them as
they take the call to St. Paul. We are extremely excited to serve the Lord under your
guidance.

MESSAGE FROM FAITH IN ACTION/SOCIAL MINISTRY

Oh, give thanks unto the Lord for He is good: for His mercy endureth forever. Psalm 136;1

This past month of May, the FIA food pantry has been granted so many blessings. We do not know
where to even begin, but we would like to start with the wonderful “Stamp Out Hunger” USPS food
drive on Saturday, May 9th.

A very big THANK YOU to Vinny Klimczak, the postal service coordinator at the Bridgeview post office.
He does a fabulous job getting this event together for our community. We collected 3,245 pounds of
groceries through that event. We thank the letter carriers, community, Elsie’s Pantry, and St. Paul for
all their efforts in making this event a big success. We especially want to THANK the volunteers that
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transported, sorted, marked, and shelved these wonderful blessings. A big thank you to Glenn &
Marilyn Bitner, Cathy Kumke, Denise Murray, Mark Landstrom, Jan Dietz, Dave Purdy, Joe Berlinski,
Carol Small, Jan Leise, Lori & Mel Safstrom, Jean and Karen Racek.

Just when we thought we were busting at the seams, the Oak Lawn Public Library donated 279 pounds
of shelf stable food. We have filled our pantry closet, filled the food pantry tables, and also the tables
of the marking room. God is very good, and we praise him for his blessings. We are thrilled because
now in June, we are able to distribute these wonderful gifts to our clients.

In May, we also collected 1710 pounds of rescued food from Panera, Operation Blessing, Elmhurst-
Yorkfield Food Pantry, and Immanuel Hillside Food Pantry. These items inciude meat, deli, eggs, yogurt,
produce & fruit, bread, pastries, & beverages.

We also THANK the St. Paul men’s cock team for their donation of time to serve the homeless through
BEDS-Plus. The May meal included baked pork tenderloin roast with Au Gratin potatoes, broccoli
Normandy, Hawaiian rolls, salad, apples, milk & large peanut butter cookies!

As the school year begins, we will again support the Worth Township Apple Tree project. This event
supports children of families facing financial difficulties by supplying them with items they will need for
the new school year. This project seems to come very quickly after the summer, and it is too late to let
you know by the time the August newsletter approaches. We will be beginning our collection in june
and continue to collect through Worth's cut off date in July, We will be distributing a flyer soon, but any
basic school supplies are appreciated. Please scan the announcements and look for the flyer and
collection boxes that will be available in June giving you the details.

Spring planting has begun, but some plantings have been delayed because of the soffit and gutter
repairs above the garden. The Oak Lawn Community Garden has been planted, and you are welcome
to go take a look. It is located at 104th & Cook AVE, and we have beds 48, 49, & 50. Tomatoes, basil,
garlic, and zucchini have been planted there. Much weeding has already been done, and reseeded little
seedlings are emerging like the cosmos and alyssum. Beets and carrots are sprouting, and the
cucumbers, squash, tomatoes and peppers are waiting to be planted. We thank Glenn & Marilyn Bitner
for being our first waterers for the season. We are always looking for new waterers, so if you are
interested please let the church office know. Debbie will put you on the watering schedule that will be
posted on the FIA board.

Through you and our sponsors we have been blessed to serve those in need. The May Food pantry
served 74 families, 209 individuals..

@ You are always willing to join our team, just call the church office and leave us a message (food
pantry x18).
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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Welcome everyone to summer. It has been a cooler spring, so we have left the boilers
running but plan on shutting them off for the summer. This year has been an event - free one
with only minor boiler issues.

This year we confracted with an outside landscaping and maintenance company for mowing
and cleanup around the facility. We intend to still mow the grove lawn but on a bi- weekly or
as needed basis. If anyone would like to donate time to purchase and plant flowers, that is
always appreciated.

We have several major facility projects planned this summer. The first will be to repair and
replace areas of soffit, fascia, and gutters around the buiiding. The existing have fallen off or
damaged by wind, exposing the wood underneath and looking poorly. We have been
repairing areas, but now need more major replacements.

The second project will be remodeling of the parsonage for Pastor Ebel and family. We will
clean the duct work, remodel the bathroom, paint all rooms, clean the chimney, replace the
hot water heater, new floors in the kitchen, and new appliances. Last year we replaced the
furnace and air conditioning units, so they are in excellent shape. We will clean out the
garage for their car, and plan on using a shipping container as storage out along our fence on
the East.

We had a lot of gym use over the |ast several months, with donations to the church for the
time it is used. We plan on cleaning the floor and making sure everything is clean and
presentable for the ordination celebrations being planned.

MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

Many thanks to our Adult Choir and Celebration Ringers for making our worship more beautiful
and meaningful. Your efforts have truly made a difference.

While both groups are officially on summer break, we have a very special event coming soon.
Both groups are scheduled to perform for the Ordination of Pastor William Ebel III on July 26.
Special rehearsals are being scheduled to prepare for this worship service.

Adult Choir will rehearse on three Wednesday evenings, July 8, 15, and 22, all at 7:00 PM in the
St. Timothy room. Celebration Ringers will rehearse on Sundays after worship, July 5, 12, and
19, all at 10:30 AM in the sanctuary. Anyone interested in joining us is welcome. Please contact
Jeff Kiel if you have any questions: jeffkiel12@yahoo.com or 708-528-0870.
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MESSAGE FROM SANDY BARRY, OUR ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Dear Friends: At this time of the year, June and July offer us the great outdoors in all its
splendor. School is over for another year and it's a time to travel! to your favorite destinations,
enjoy outdoor adventures, festivals, fireworks, and concerts. | especially love the farmers’
markets! And guess what? I'm going to do all of the above this summer in the new gym shoes
| bought and put bells ont!

I'm excited to let you know that after my long journey back to health, I'll be returning to the
church office July 1 in time to work with our new pastor, which I'm very excited about! It will be
a phased return over several weeks, but with the help of God and our dear Joanna, I'm confident
all will be well as | manage the fransition. As I've asked for your prayers during my iliness, |
ask for your prayers upon my return to work.

I'd like to take a moment to thank all those who took their time to volunteer in the church office
in my absence. To Lori Safstrom and Cheryl Horan, who answered the phone with a smile in
their voices and forwarded the messages so no call went unanswered. To Ruth Sievers, who
kept members “in the know” as she put together and edited the monthly Letter of St. Paul. To
Michelle Simonson, who took on the duties and responsibilities of day-to-day service in the
church office. When Pastor Curtis and Michelle left St. Paul to begin a new ministry in South
Dakota, Ruth also served as a mentor to Joanna Cauffman, who took over managing the church
office in my absence. Her support kept everything running smoothly, especially when it came
to preparing the worship bulletins. It was a huge relief knowing the office was in her capable
hands. | truly appreciate her hard work and dedication, as | know you do as well. Thank you,
thank you, thank you, to EVERYONE for blessing our church family!

Well, friends ... I've got my gym shoes with the bells on and it's time for me to get out and enjoy
the summer! | promise to take the bells off my shoes before heading into the office :) See you
soon!

God’s blessings! My Love, Sandy

THANK-YOUS RECEIVED

Dear friends in Christ,

The power of your prayers is a gift we'll never take for granted. You've reminded us that
we are never alone. We thank you for your thoughts and prayers during Mike's illness,
and we thank God for His healing hand. Mike and Debbie Will

“Many thanks to the Ladies Guild: Sandy and | really appreciate the wonderful meal, all
the words of support, and your gracious gift." Pastor Gregg
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MESSAGE FROM OPERATION BARNABAS

Happenings from May and those in June and July -

On May 16, we celebrated Armed Forces Day honoring all members of the Active, Reserve
and National Guard of the United States military, the Joint Force. We also honored on May
16th, 220 Veterans at the Manteno Disabled Veterans Home, with a pulled pork luncheon.

Then for Memorial Day, Sunday May 25", we honored the memory of over 1.1 million (from
the Revolutionary War to the present) that made the ultimate sacrifice for us with a moment
of silence and reflection during the church service.

On June 6th we celebrate the D-Day invasion of WWIL. On June 14th, Flag Day, we are
hoping, right after the 9 am Sunday service, to have a short ceremony to rededicate the
flagpole with the raising of a new flag by the entrance in the parking lot. The ceremony will
be supported by veterans’ groups. Hope you can stop by and participate.

We are celebrating Independence Day July 4', at the July 5* weekend church service.
Finally, July 29" is the celebration of the establishment of the Chaplain’s Corps by
Congressin 1775. ltwas Washington’s first request to Congress that established that there
would be one Chaplain for each regiment in the Continental Army. They would receive a
captain’s pay, and would attend to the spiritual, emotional, and even physical wellbeing of
the troops, as Chaplains do today. God has always been a part of the US military.

Our care package program is ongoing. Currently, three of the care packages we send
out each month go to LCMS Chaplains. If you are interested in getting involved come by at
10:30 on the second Tuesday of every month, in the Elder’s/Barnabas Room (the old school
library). We are starting the puzzle book drive again. The puzzle books are very popular with
the disabled veterans at Manteno Veterans Home (see the thank you letter posted on the
board outside of the church office).

Operation Barnabas, an ongoing mission at St Paul, would not be possible without
YOUR continued support.

Thank You
May GOD BLESS US ALL and
May GOD BLESS The UNITED STATES of AMERICA
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ALTAR FLOWERS

To place flowers for a special occasion or just to beautify our chancel area, please call the church

office at 708-423-1040 to reserve a date.

Please make your check payable to our flower

chairperson, Terry Hornburg. Thank you, Terry, for the beautiful arrangements you create each

Sunday morning!

CONTACT INFORMATION

Please contact the church office (708-423-1040) or email sbarry@stpauloaklawn.org if you
have moved or if your phone number or email address has changed. We want you to be able to
receive the latest St. Paul news and also keep our records up to date. Thank you!

MEMORIALS AND THANKOFFERINGS

Given by:

Grace Kreten

Elizabeth “Betty” Shamasko
Brenda & Phillip Burton

Given by:
Brenda & Phillip Burton

Ruth Diver
Sandy Barry

MEMORIALS

In Memory Of:
Our Mothers
Blanche Outman
Harold Burton

THANK OFFERINGS

For:
43" Wedding Anniversary
Call Committee
Mandy & GianCarlo’s Anniversary

(Received during the month of May, 2026)

Designated for:
Faith in Action (FIA)
General Fund
General Fund

Designated for:
General Fund
General Fund
General Fund
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