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As We Gather
The Scriptures share many accounts of God coming down to earth. On Pentecost, God the Holy Spirit
came down to earth in a most dramatic way, fulfilling the promise of His descent that Jesus had made
to His disciples. That blessed Spirit continues to come among God’s people, calling, gathering,
enlightening, and sanctifying them. As we worship, we witness to that Spirit at work among us.
Prelude

“O Holy Spirit Enter In”

J. Bender

Stand
Opening Hymn
“O Holy Spirit, Enter In”
#913
1 O Holy Spirit, enter in,
Let our preaching
And in our hearts Your work begin,
And our labor
Your dwelling place now make us.
Praise You, Lord, and serve our neighbor.
Sun of the soul, O Light divine,
Around and in us brightly shine,
3 O mighty Rock, O Source of life,
To joy and gladness wake us
Let Your dear Word, in doubt and strife,
That we may be
In us be strongly burning
Truly living,
That we be faithful unto death
To You giving
And live in love and holy faith,
Prayer unceasing
From You true wisdom learning.
And in love be still increasing.
Your grace and peace
On us shower;
2 Give to Your Word impressive pow’r,
By Your power
That in our hearts from this good hour
Christ confessing,
As fire it may be glowing,
Let us see our Savior’s blessing.
That in true Christian unity
Text: Michael Schirmer, 1606–73, adapt.; (sts. 1, 3): tr.
We faithful witnesses may be,
Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (st. 2): tr. The
Your glory ever showing.
Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Text: Public domain
Hear us, cheer us
By Your teaching;
Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES
P Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,
C from everlasting to everlasting!
P Send out Your light and Your truth; let them lead me;
C let them bring me to Your holy hill and to Your dwelling!
P Then I will go to the altar of God, to God my exceeding joy,
C and I will praise You with the lyre, O God, my God.
P Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,
C from everlasting to everlasting! Amen and Amen.

Psalm 41:13; 43:3, 4

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hidden, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.
C Amen.
P With true hearts, let us confess together that we, through sinful thoughts, careless words, and
loveless deeds, have transgressed God’s righteous Law and deserve His punishment now and
eternally.
C Almighty God, merciful Father, we acknowledge our sinful nature and repent of our sins in all
that we think, soy, and do. For the sake of Jesus, grant us Your forgiveness, so that as Your
redeemed people, we may be fit places for the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and may serve You
in time and in eternity.
P In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify
you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it.
C Amen.

T WORD T
Introit
P Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful, and kindle in them the fire of your love. Alleluia.
C O LORD, how manifold are your works!
P In wisdom have you made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.
C These all look to you, to give them their food in due season.
P When you give it to them, they gather it up; when you open your hand, they are filled with good
things.
C When you send forth your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the ground.
P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
C as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful,
and kindle in them the fire of your love. Alleluia!
Prayer of the Day
Sit

Old Testament Reading
T The Tower of Babel T
Genesis 11:1-9
1
2
Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. And as people migrated from the
east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 3And they said to one another, “Come,
let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar.
4
Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us
make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” 5And the LORD came
down to see the city and the tower, which the children of man had built. 6And the LORD said, “Behold,
they are one people, and they have all one language, and this is only the beginning of what they will
do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. 7Come, let us go down and
there confuse their language, so that they may not understand one another’s speech.”

8

So the LORD dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city.
Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of all the earth.
And from there the LORD dispersed them over the face of all the earth.
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
9

Second Reading
T The Coming of the Holy Spirit T
Acts 2:1-21
1
2
When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. And suddenly there came
from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.
3
And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4And they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. 5Now
there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. 6And at this sound
the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in
his own language. 7And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking
Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? 9Parthians and Medes
and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11both Jews and
proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.”
12
And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others
mocking said, “They are filled with new wine.” 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice
and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give
ear to my words. 15For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the
day. 16But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: 17“‘And in the last days it shall be, God
declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; 18even on my male
servants and female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 19And I will
show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke;
20
the sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the day of the Lord comes, the
great and magnificent day. 21And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved.’”
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Anthem of Praise Duet

“P-E-N-T-E-C-O-S-T”

N. Sleeth

Holy Gospel
T Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit T
John 14:23-31
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
23
Jesus said, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will
come to him and make our home with him. 24Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And
the word that you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me. 25“These things I have spoken to
you while I am still with you. 26But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,
he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 27Peace I leave
with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled,
neither let them be afraid. 28You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to you.’ If you

loved me, you would have rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I.
29
And now I have told you before it takes place, so that when it does take place you may believe. 30I will
no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim on me, 31but I do as
the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the Father. Rise, let us go from
here.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

T Confession of Faith T
Confession of Faith
The Third Article
P We acknowledge and give thanks for the power and work of the Holy Spirit among us.
C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
P What does this mean?
C I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to
Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified
and kept me in the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the
whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this
Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last
Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. This
is most certainly true.

Sermon Hymn
1

2

3

Holy Spirit, light divine,
Shine upon this heart of mine;
Chase the shades of night away,
Turn the darkness into day.
Let me see my Savior’s face,
Let me all His beauties trace;
Show those glorious truths to me
Which are only known to Thee.
Holy Spirit, pow’r divine,
Cleanse this guilty heart of mine;

“Holy Spirit, Light Divine”
In Thy mercy pity me,
From sin’s bondage set me free.
4

Holy Spirit, joy divine,
Cheer this saddened heart of mine;
Yield a sacred, settled peace,
Let it grow and still increase.

5

Holy Spirit, all divine,
Dwell within this heart of mine;
Cast down ev’ry idol throne,
Reign supreme, and reign alone.

#496

Text: Andrew Reed, 1787–1862, alt.
Text: Public domain

Sermon
Prayer of the Church
Offering—may be left in the offering plates near the doors as you leave. Those worshipping at home
may continue to mail or drop off offerings at the church office, and on-line giving is available to
everyone on our website at www.stpauloaklawn.org. For information about regular electronic
giving, please contact the church office.

Offertory Meditation

T SACRAMENT T
Stand
Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Proper Preface
Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord’s Prayer
P Hear us now as we pray together in His name,
C Our Father who art in heaven…
Words of Our Lord
Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

T DISTRIBUTION of the SACRAMENT T
1

2

“The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord”
The death of Jesus Christ, our Lord,
3 That this forever true shall be
We celebrate with one accord;
He gives a solemn guarantee:
It is our comfort in distress,
In this His holy Supper here
Our heart’s sweet joy and happiness.
We taste His love so sweet, so near.
He blotted out with His own blood
The judgment that against us stood;
For us He full atonement made,
And all our debt He fully paid.

4

#634

His Word proclaims and we believe
That in this Supper we receive
His very body, as He said,
His very blood for sinners shed.
Text: Haquin Spegel, 1645–1714; tr. Olof Olsson, 1841–
1900, alt. Text: Public domain

1

“Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing”
#584
Faith and truth and life bestowing,
Let not hearts, Your Word receiving,
Open now the Scriptures, Lord,
Like a barren field be found,
Seed to life eternal sowing,
Choked with thorns and unbelieving,
Scattered on the wind abroad.
Shallow earth or stony ground.

2

May the Spirit’s pow’r unceasing
Bring to life the hidden grain,
Daily in our hearts increasing,
Bearing fruit that shall remain.

So in Scripture, song, and story,
Savior, may Your voice be heard.
Till our eyes behold Your glory
Give us ears to hear Your Word.
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926
Text: © 1997 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission:
LSB Hymn License no. 110001400

Communion Blessing
P The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life
everlasting. Depart T in peace.
Closing Prayer
Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
Closing Hymn
“Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid”
#500 sts. 1-2 & 4
1 Creator Spirit, by whose aid
Your sacred, healing message bring
The world’s foundations first were laid,
To sanctify us as we sing.
Come, visit ev’ry humble mind;
Come, pour Your joys on humankind;
D 4 Immortal honor, endless fame
From sin and sorrow set us free;
Attend the_almighty Father’s name;
May we Your living temples be.
The Savior-Son be glorified,
Who for all humankind has died;
2 O Source of uncreated light,
To You, O Paraclete, we raise
The bearer of God’s gracious might,
Unending songs of thanks and praise.
Text: attr. Rabanus Maurus, 776–856; tr. John Dryden,
Thrice-holy fount, thrice-holy fire,
1631–1700, alt.
Our hearts with heav’nly love inspire;
Text: Public domain
Postlude
“Postlude in G”
D. Buxtehude
TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND THANKS
Vocalists: Marilyn Bitner & Susan E. Volk
Lector: Marilyn Bitner
Altar Care: Cheryl Horan
Altar Flowers are from Leona and Henry Bonder in loving memory of Helen Bonder’s 90 th Birthday.
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used
by permission. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights
reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.
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Please pray for these members of our St. Paul
family:
Betty Kruckow
Cathy Gleason
Dawn McNicholas
Janet Varnagis
Janice Przybycien
Kevin Hickey
Mary Ann Colander
Art Hornburg
Melva Smith
Roy Hodgeman
Carol Small
Mike Degidio
Norma Silinski
Beverly Sellers
Lenore Curran
Betty Beegle
Delphine Cherry
Ron Klingensmith
Louis Frank
Deb Skopec
Herta Iversen
Loretta Frank
The Giacobbe Children
Marge Rochlitz
Ron Hickey
Julie & Larry Gurga
Ingrid Lesko
Katherine Hice
Gloria Meyer
Jan Briede
Delores Stegemann
Connie Braun
Kurt Seehofer
The Polezoes Family
Lincoln & Parker Alex
Patricia Murdoch
Gloria Crook
Lois Kaminske
Warren Miller
Denise Murray

We pray also for the family and loved ones of
Laverne Abraham, called from this life on Friday,
May 27. Visitation will be Wednesday, June 8
from 3:00-8:00 PM at Kosary Funeral Home;
service at 11:00 AM on Thursday, June 9, also at
Kosary.
Announcements & Notes:
On Sunday, July 3, our service will feature several
patriotic songs and hymns. If you would like to join
the choir in singing some special pieces for that day,
two rehearsals are planned for 7:15pm on the
Wednesday evenings of June 22 and June 29. All are
invited to join in!
Please join us after the church service on Sunday, June
19th in the Timothy Room. Jess Lilja will share her
experiences and pictures from her short-term mission
trip to Istanbul earlier this year, telling how God was
at work in the lives of the team of eight throughout
the trip.

Please pray for these friends and family of our
members:
Andrew Mrochen
Vern Howe
Eugene Marcinkowski
Roberta & Carlos Owens
Denise DeLaurentis
Dorothy Kroll
Eric Kessling
Barb & Emily Feehan
Bob Hessert
Georgiana Easton
Jackie Plichta
Patricia Paulsen
Ken Kruckow
Janet Trierweiler
Alan Hecke
Kim Lamberth
Matt Favero
Sandra Wilson
Michelle Mitchell
Al Silinski
Pam Palhegyi
Carol Milazzo
Rich Huscher
The Lamberth Family
Jerry Gross
Brenda Gurgel
Gloria Folsom
Autumn Kessling
Shirley Fairchild
Simeon Hoppe
Ron Lunt
Christopher Kosary
Sandy Plath
Iris McCoy
Shirley Demyres
Raquel Rameriz
Nick & Bridget DeAngelo
Henry Bonder
Kim & Shawn Skelton, Sr.
Kyle Hughes
Elaine Hoffstetter
Fred Raddatz
Allyson Seehofer
Selma Carmichael
Bernadette & Rich Trusk
Dana Kahn
Donald Hakanson
Guillermo Ramirez
Paul Noffke
Sue Sortino
Pam Brown
Lisa Sanders
Shawn Harland
Ann Herold
Barb Potter
Wayne Volk
Charley Heitz
Sharon Bryant
Doris Potts
Brad Benfield
Doreen Holford
Janice Hernandez
Judy Collins
Phyllis Hicks
Maryann Krieg (Wilke)
Jenny Bond
Jimmy Kennedy, Jr.
Monica Iversen
Cathy Becker
Ken Matz
Jean & Al Zirbel
Heather & Josh Turro
Mary Ann Rafidi
Pastor Mark Willig
Joe Thomas
Patrick Pasqua Sr.
Debbie Guarascio
Sophia Salus
Justin & Ashley Fasel
Frank Coglinase
Nora Maculitis
Gene Wawrzynikowski
Kimberly Rooney
Rhonda Scott
Robert Gonzalez
Theresa Kostecki
Pam Kirk
Vicki Warren
Paul Moeller

Please let the church office know when your need for
our congregational prayers is over (708) 423-1040.

